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War Department, Bureau op Military Justice, 

Washington, D. C, October 8, 1864. 
Hon, E, M. Stanton, Secretary of War : 

Sir : HaviDg been instructed by you to prepare a detailed report upon the mass of testi- 
mony furnished mo from different sources in regard to the Secret Associations and Conspiracies 
against tlie Government, formed, principally in the Western States, by traitors and disloyal 
persons, I have now the honor to submit as follows : 

During more than a year past it has been generally known to our military authorities that 
a secret treasonable organization, affiliated with the Southern rebellion, and chiefly military 
in its character, has been rapidly extending itself throughout the West. A variety of agen- 
cies, which will be specified herein, have been employed, and successfully, to ascertain its 
nature and extent, as well as its aims and its results ; and, as this investigation has led to the 
arrest in several States of a number of its prominent members as dangerous public enemies, 
it has been deemed proper to set forth in full the acts and purposes of this organization, and 
thus to make known to the country at large its intensely- treasonable and revolutionary 
spirit 

The subject will be presented under the following heads : 

I. The origin, history, names, &c. of the Order. V. Its ritual, oaths, and interior forms. 
II. Its organization and officers. VI. Its written principles. 

III. Its extent and numbers. VII. Its specific purposes and operations. 

IV. Its armed force. VIII. The witnesses and their testimony. 

I.— THE origin, history, NAMES, ETC., OF THE ORDER. 

This secret association first developed itself in the West in the year 1862, about the period 
of the first conscription of troops, which it aimed to obstruct and resist. Oiiginally known 
in certain localities as the "Mutual Protection Society,*' the "Ciiclo of Honor," or the 
** Circle,'* or ** Knights of the Mighty Host," but more widely as the ** Knights of the Golden 
Circle," it was simply an inspiration of the rebellion, being little other than an exteasion 
among the disloyal and disaffected at the North of the association of the latter name, which 
had existed for some years at the South, and from which it derived all the chief features of its 
organization. 

During the summer and fall of 1863 the Order, both at the North and South, underwent 
some modifications as well as a change of name. In consequence of a partial exposure which 
had been made of the signs and ritual of the "Knights of the Golden Circle,' Sterling 
Price had instituted as its successor in Missouri a secret political association, which ho called 
the "Corps de Belgique," or "Southern League;" his principal coadjutor being Charles L. 
Hunt, of St. Louis, then Belgian Consul at that city, but whose exequatur was subsequently 
revoked by the President on account of his disloyal practices. 1 ne special object of the 
Corps de Belgique appears to have been to unke the rebel sympathizers of Missouri, with a 
Tiew to their taking up arms and joining Price upon his proposed grand invasion of that State, 
and to their recruiting for his army in the interim. 

Meanwhile, also, there had. been instituted at the North, in the autumn of 1863, by sundry 
disloyal persons — ^prominent among whom were Vallandigham and P. C. Wright, of Now 
York — a secret Order, intended to bo general throughout the country, and aiming at an ex- 
tended infiuence and power, and at more positive results than its predecessor, and which was 
termed, and has since been widely known as the O. A. K., or ** Order of American Knights," 

The opinion is expressed by Colonel Sanderson, Provost Marshal General of the Dcpaitnicnt 
of Missouri, in his official report upon the progress of this Order, that it was founded by Vallan- 
digham during his banishment, and upon consultation at Richmond with Davis and other 
prominent traitors. It is, indeed, the boast of the order in Indiana and elsewhere, that its 
"ritual" came direct from Davis himself; and Mary Ann Pitman, Ibrmerly attached to the 
command of the rebel Forrest, and a most intelligent witness — whose testimony will be here- 
after referred to— states positively that Davis is a member of the Order. 

Upon the institution of the principal organization, it is represented that the " Corps do 
Belgique" was modified by Puce, and became a Southern section of the O. A. K., and that, 
the new name was generally adopted for the Order, both at the Noith and South. 

The secret s'gns and character of the Order having become known to our military authori- 
ties, further mcKlifications in the ritual and forms were introduced, and its name was finally 
changed to that of the O. S. L., or "Order of the Sons of Liberty," or the "Knights of the 
Order of the Sons of Liberty." These later changes are represented to have been first insti- 
tuted, and the new ritual compiled, in the Stnte of Indiana., in May last, but the new name 
was at once generally adopted tnroughout the West, though in some localities the association 
is still better known as the "Order of American Knights." 

Meanwhile, also, the Order has received certain VowiV de&\v:;ii»iC\\3{iA« "^^"wXa Q\X^ccsNss>a.^^ 
has been caUed at times the "Peace Orgamzation," mY.ftnX.xxOBL^ v:siiek^^'^i«x^^^B«i=«a'^^^^^ 



and in Missonri the ** American Organization;'* these, however, being apparently names 
usea outside of the lodges of the order. Its members have also been familiarly designated 
as *• Butternuts" by the country people of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, and its separate lodges 
have also frequently received titles intended for the public ear; that in Chicago, for instance, 
being termed by its members the "Democratic Invincible Club," that in Louisville the 
** Democratic Reading Koom," &c. 

It is to be added that lu the State of New York, and other parts of the North, the secret 
political association known as the ** McClellan Minute Guard^* would seem to be a branch of 
the O. A. K., having substantially the same objects, to be accomplished, however, by means 
expressly suited to the localities in which it is established. For, as the Chief Secretary of 
this association, Dr. R. F. Stevens, stated in June last to a reliable witfiess whose testimony 
has been furnished, ** those who represent the McClellan interest are compelled to preach a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, in order to secure the popular sentiment and allure voters." 

II.— ITS ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS. 

From printed copies, heretofore seized by the government, of the Constitutions of the Supreme 
Council, Grand Council, and County Parent Temples, respectively, of the Order of Sons of 
Liberty, in connexion with other and abundant testimony, the organization of the Order, in 
its latest form, is ascertained to be as follows : 

1. The eovemmentof the Order through out the United States is vested in a Supreme Council, 
of which the officers are a Supreme Commander, Secretary of State, and Treasurer. These 
officers are elected for one year, at the annual meeting of the Supreme Council, which is made 
up of the Grand Commanders of the several States ez officioj and two delegates elected from 
each State in which the order is established. 

2. The government of the Order in a State is vested in a Grand Council, the officers of 
which are a Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Secretary, Grand Treas- ' 
urer, and a certain number of Major Generals^ or one for each Military District. These offi- 
cers also are elected annually by ** representatives" from the County Temples, each Temple 
being entitled to two representatives, and one additional for each thousand members. This 
body of representatives is also invested with certain legislative functions. 

3. The Parent Temple is the organization of the Order for a county, each Temple being 
formally instituted by authority of the Supreme Council, or of the Grand Council or Grand 
Commander of the State. By the same authority, or by that of the officers of the Parent 
Temple, branch or subordinate Temples may be. established for townships in the county. 

But the strength and significance of this organization lie in its military character. The 
secret constitution of the Supreme Council provides that the Supreme Commander *^ shall be 
commander-in-chief of all military forces belonging to the Order in the various States when 
called into actual service ;" and furiber, that the Grand Commanders " shall be commanders-in- 
chief of the military forces of their respective States." Subordinate to the Grand Commander 
in the State are the ** Major Generals," each of whom commands his separate district and 
army. In Indiana the Major Generals are four in number. In Illinois, where the organiza- 
tion of the order is considered most perfect, the members in each Congressional District com- 
pose a ^^ brigade" which is commanded by a *' Brigadier General" The members of each 
county constitute a *^ regiment " with a ^* colonel," in command, and those of each township 
form a ^^ company." A somewhat similar system prevails in Indiana, where also each com- 
pany is divided into ** squads" each with its chief — an arrangement intended to facilitate the 
guerilla mode of warfare in case of a general outbreak or local disorder. 

The "McClellan Minute Guard," as appears from a circular issued by the Chief Secretary 
in New York in March last, is organized upon a military basis similar to that of the Order 
proper. It is composed of companies, one for each election district, ten of which constitute 
a *' brigade," with a "brigadier general" at its head. The whole is placed under the author- 
ity of a ** Commander-in-chief." A strict obedience on the part of members to the orders of 
their superiors is enjoined. 

The first "Supreme Commander" of the Order was P. C. Wright, of New York, editor of 
the New York Nems, who was in May last placed in arrest and confined in Fort Lafayette. 
His successor in office was Yallandigham, who was elected at the annual meeting of the 
Supreme Council in February last. Robert Holloway, of Illinois, is represented to have acted 
as Lieutenant General, or Deputy Supreme Commander, during the absence of Yallandigham 
from the countrv. The Secretary of State chosen at the last election was Dr. Massey, of Ohio. 

In Missomn,the principal officers wereChas. L. Hunt, Grand Commander, Charles E. Dunn, 
Deputy Grand Commander, and Green B. Smith, Grand Secretary. Since the arrest of these 
three persons (all of whom have made confessions which will be presently alluded to) James 
A. Barrett has, as it is understood, officiated as Grand Commander. He is stated to occupy 
also the position of chief of staff to ihe Supreme Commander. 

The Grand Commander in Indiana, H. H. Dodd, is now on trial at Indianapolis by a 
military commission for "conspiracy against the Government," "violation of the laws of 
war," and other charges. The Deputy Grand Commander in that State is Horace Heffren, 
and the Grand Secretary, W. M. Harrison. The Major GenerUs are W. A. Bowles, John C. 
Walker, L. P. Milligan, and Andrew Humphreys. Among the other leading members of the 
Order in that State are ]3r. Athon, State Secretary, and Joseph Ristine, State Auditor. 

The Grand Commander in Illinois is Judd, of Lewistown ; and B. B. Piper, of Spring- 
field, who is entitled "Grand Missionary" of the State, and designated also iia a member of 
yaJJAndi^ham's staff, is one of the most active members, having been busily engaged through- 
put the summer in establiBhing Temples and initiating members. 



In Kentucky, Judge BuUit^of the Court of Appeals, is Grand Commander, and, with Dr. 
U. F. Kalfus and W. R. Thoiflas, jailor in Louisville, two other of the most prominent mem- 
bers, has been arrested and confined by the military authorities. In New York, Dr. K. F. 
Stevens, the chief secretary of the McCieilan Minute Guard, is the most active ostensible rep- 
resentative of the Order. 

The greater part of the chief and subordinate officers of the Order and its branches, as well 
as the principal members thereof, are known to the Government, and, where not already 
■ anested, may regard themselves as under a constant military surveillance. So complete has 
been the exposure of this secret loaguo, that however frequently the conspirators may change 
its names, lorms, passwords, and signals, its true purposes and operations cannot longer be 
conceal cd from the mili'.ary authorities. 

It is to be remarked that the Supreme Council of the Order, which annually meets on Feb- 
ruary 22, convened this year at New York city, and a special meeting was then appointed to 
be held at Chicago on July 1, or just piior to the day then fixed lor the convention of the 
Democratic party. This convention having been postponed to August !fc9, the special meet- 
ing of the Supreme Council was also postponed to August 27, at the same place, and was 
duly convened accordingly. It will be rerfiembered that a leading member of the conven- 
tion, in the course of a speech made before th>it body, alluded approvingly to the session of 
the Sons of Liberty at Chicago at the same time, as that of an organization in harmony with 
the sentiment and projects of the convention. 

It may be observed, in conclusion, that one not fully acquainted with the true character and 
intentions of the Order might well suppose that, in designating its officers by high military 
titles, and in imitating in its organization that established in our armies, it was designed^ 
merely to render itself more popular and attractive with the masses, and to invest its chiefs . 
with a certain sham dignity; but when it is understood that the order comprises within itself 
a large army of well-aiaied men, constantly drilled and exercised as soldiers, and that this 
army is held ready at any time for such forcible resistance to our military authorities, and 
such active co-operatibn with the public enemy, as it may be called upon to engage in by its 
commanders, it will be perceived uiat the titles of the latter are not assumed for a mere pur- 
pose of display, but that they are the chiefs of an actual and formidable force of conspirators 
against the liie of the Government, and that their military system is, as it has been remarked 
by Colonel Sanderson, *' the grand lever used by the rebel Government for its army opera- 
tions." 

in.— ITS EXTENT AND NUMBERS. 

The "Temples" or *' Lodges" of the Ord^r are numerously scattered through the States 
of Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Missouri, and Kentucky. They are also officially reported as 
established, to a less extent, in Michigan and the other Western States, as well as in New 
Yoik, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Mary- 
land, Delaware, and Tennessee. Dodd, the Grand Commander of Indiana, in an ad- 
dress to the members in that State of February last, claims that at the next annual meeting 
of the Supreme Council (in February, 18t>5) every State in the Union will be represented, 
and adds, 'this is the first and only true national organization the Democratic and Con- 
servative men of the country have ever attempted." A provibion made in the constitution 
of the Council for a representation from the IcrrUories shows, indeed, that the widest exten- 
sion of I he Order is contemplated. 

in the States first mentioned, the Order is most strongly centred at the following places, 
where are situated its principal *' Temples." In Indiana, at Indianapolis and Vincennes ; in 
Diinois, at Chicago, Springfield, and Quincy, (a large proportion ot the lodges in and about 
the latter place having been founded by the notorious guerilla chief, Jackman;) in Ohio, at 
Cinciunaii, Dayton, and in Hamilton county (which is proudly termed by members '* the 
South Carolina of the North;") in Missouri, at St. Louis ; in Kentucky, at Louisville ; and 
in Michigan, at Detroit, (whence communication was freely had by the leaders of the order 
with Vauandigham dming his banishmant, either by letters addressed to him through two 

?rominent citizens and members of the Order, or by personal interviews at Windsor, V. W.) 
t is to be added that the regular places of meeting, as also the principal rendezvous and 
haunts of the members in tiicse and less important places, are generally well known to the 
Government. 

The actual numbers of the Order have, it is believed, never been officially reported, and 
cannot, therefore, be accurately ascertained. Various estimates have been made by leading 
members, some of which are no doubt considerably exaggerated. It has been asserted by 
delegates to the Supreme Council of February last, that tiie number was there represented to 
be from 8U0,000 to i, 000,000 ; but Vallandigham, in his. speech last summer at Dayton, Ohio, 
placed it at 500,000, which is probably much nearer the true total. The nimiber of its mem- 
bers in the several States has been differently estimated in the reports and statements of its 
officers. Thus, the force of the Order in Indiana is stated to be fiom 76,000 to 125,000; in 
Illinois, from 100,000 to 140,000; in Ohio, from 80,000 to 108,000; in Kentucky, from 40,000 
to 70,000 ; in Missouri, from 20,000 to 40,000 ; and in Michigan and New York, about 20,000 
each. Its representation in the other States above mentioned does not specifically appear 
from the testimony ; but, allowing for every exaggeration in the figures reported, they may 
be deemed to present a tolerably faithful view of wnat, at least, is regarded by the Order as its 
true force m the States designated. 

It is to be noted that the Order, or its comiterpart, is probably much more widely extended 
at the South even than at the North, and that a large proportion of ihi& Q^t^^^I'v^^^^.^v^v^s^si^ 
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are represented by credible witnesses to be members. In Kentucky and Missonri the 
Order has not hesitated to admit as members, not only officers 'of that army, but also a con- 
siderable number of guerillas, a class who might be supposed to appreciate most readily its 
spirit and purposes. It is fully shown that as lately as in July last several of these ruMans 
were initiated into the first degree by Dr. Kaifus, in Kentucky. 

IV.—ITS ARMED FORCE. 

A review of the testimony in regard to the armed force of the Order will materially aid in 
determining its real sti-.ngth and numbers. 

Although the Older has from the outset partaken of the military character, it was not till 
the summer or fall of 1863 that it began to be generally organized as an armed body. Since 
that date its officers and leaders have been busily engaged in placing it upon a military basis, 
and in preparing it for a revolutionary movement. A general system of drilling has been 
instituted and secretly carried out. Members have beeu instructed to be constantly provided 
with weapons, and in some localities it has been absolutely required that each member should 
keep at his residence, at all times, certain arms and a specified quantity of ammunition. 

In March last the entire armed force of the Order, capable of being mobilized for effective 
service, was represented to be 340,000 men. As the details, upon which this state- 
ment was based are imperfectly set forth in the testimony, it is not known how far 
this number may be exaggerated. It is abundantly shown, however, that the Order, by 
means of a tax levied upon its members, has accumulaied considerable funds for the purchase 
of arms and ammunition, and that these have been procured in large quantities for its use. 
The witness Clayton, on the trial of Dodd, estimated that two-Udrds of the Order arefuinished 
with arms. 

Green B. Smith, grand secretary of the Order in Missouri, states in his confession of July 
last : " I know that arms, mostly revolvers, and ammunition have beeu purchased by mem- 
bers in St. Louis to send to members in the country where they could not be had ;" and he 
subsequently odds that he himself alone clandestinely purchased and forwarded, between 
April i5th and- 19th last, about 200 revolvers, with 5,000 percussion caps and other ammu- 
nition. A muster-roll of one of the country lodges of that State is exhibited, in which, oppo- 
site the name of each member, are noted certain numbers, under the heads of *' Missouri Ke- 
publican" **St. Louis Union," **Anzeiger," ** Miscellaneous Periodicals," ** Books," 
*' Speeches,*' and **Keports ;" titles which, when interpreted, severally signify single-bar' 
relied guns, double bar relied guns^ revolvers^ private ammuuitiony private lead, company poiO' 
der, company lead — the roll thus actually setting forth the amoimt of arms and ammunition 
in the possession of the lodge and its members. 

In the States of Ohio and lUiuois the Order is claimed by its members to be unusually well 
armed with revolvers, carbines, &c.; but it is in regard to the arming of the Order in Indiana 
that the principal statistics have been presented, and these may serve to illustrate the system 
which htis probably been pursued in most of the States. One intelligent witness, who has 
been a member, estimates that in March last there were in possession of the Order in 
that State 6,000 muskets and 60,000 revolvers, besides private arms. Another member 
testifies that at a single lodge meeting of two hundred and fifty-two persons, which he 
attended early in the present year, the sum of $4,000 was subscribed for arms. Other mem- 
bers present statements in refei'encc to the number of arms in their respective counties, and all 
agree in representing that these have been constantly forwarded from Indianapolis into the 
interior. Beck & Brothers are designated as the firm in that t;ity to which most of the arms 
were consigned. These were shipped principally from the Eas*t ; some packages, however, 
were sent Irom Cincinnati, and some from Kentucky, and the boxes were generally marked 
** pick-axes," "hardware," "nails," "household goods," &c. 

General Carrington estimates that in February and March last nearly 30,000 guns and 
revolvers entered the State, and this estimate is based upon an actual inspection of invoices. 
The true number introduced was therefore probably considerably greater. That officer adds 
that on the day in which the sale of arms was stopped by his order, in Indianapolis, nearly 
1,000 additional revolvers had been contracted for, and that the trade could not supply the 
demand. He further reports that after the introduction of arms into the Department of the 
North had been prohibited in General Orders of March last, a seizure was made by the Gov- 
ernment of a large quantity of revolvers and 135,000 rounds of ammunition, which had been 
shipped to the firm in Indianapolis, of which H. H. Dodd, Grand Commander, was a mem- 
ber; that other arms about to be shipped to the same destination were seized in New York 
city; and that all these were claimed as the private property of John C. Walker, one of the Mi^or 
Grenerals of the Order in Indiana, and were represented to have been ^^ purchased for a few 
friends,'* It should also be stated that at the office of Hon. D. W. Voorhees, M. C., at Terra ' 
Haute, were discovered letters which disclosed a correspondence between him and ex-Senator 
Wall, of New Jersey, in regard to the purchase of 20,000 Gaiibaldi rifles, to be forwarded to 
the West. 

It appears in the course of the testimony that a considerable quantity of arms and ammn.- 
nition were brought into the State of Illinois from Burlington, Iowa, and that ammunition 
was sent from New Albany, Indiana, into Kentucky ; it is also represented that, had Val- 
landigham been arrested on his return to Ohio, it was contemplated furnishing the Order with 
arms from a point in Canada, near Windsor, where they were stored and ready for use. 

There remains further to be noticed, in this connexion, the testimony of Clayton upon the 
trial of Dodd, to the effect that arms were to be famished the Order from Nassau, N. P., by 



way of Canada; that, to defray the ezponse of these Anns or their transportation, a formal 
assessment was levied upon the lodi^s, but that the trasportation into Canada was actually 
to be furnished by the Confederate authorities. 

A statement was made by Hunt, Grand Commander of Missouri, before his arrest, to a 
fellow member, that shells and all kinds of munitions of war, as well as infernal machines, 
were manufactured for the Order at Indianapolis ; and the late discovery in Cincinnati of sam- 
ples of hand-grenades, conical shells, and rockets, of which one thousand were about to be 
manufactured, under a special contract, for the O. S. L., goes directly to verify such a state- 
ment. 

These details will convey some idea of the attempts which have been made to place the 
Order upon a war footing and prepare it for aggressive movements. But, notwithstanding 
all the efforts that have been put forth, and with considerable success, to arm and eauip 
its members as fighting men, the letiders have felt themselves still very deficient in tneir 
armament, and numerous schemes for increasing their armed strength have been devised. 
Thus, at the time of the issuing of the general order in Missouri requiring the enrolment of all citi- 
zens, it was proposed in the lodges of the O. A. K., at St. Lou-^s, that certain members should 
raise companies in the militia, in their respective wards, and thus get command of as many 
Government arms and equipments as possible, for the future use of the Order. Again it was 
proposed that aU the members should enrol themselves in the militia, instead of paying com- 
mutation, in this way obtaining possession of United States arms, and having the advantage 
of the drill and military instruction. In the councils of tbt Order in Kentucky, in June last, 
a scheme was devised for disarming al^ the negro troops, which it was thought could be done 
without much difficulty, and appropriating their arms lor military purposes. 

The despicable treachery ot these proposed plans, as evincing the animus of the conspi 
racy, need not be commented upon. 

It is to be observed that the Order in the State of Missouri has counted greatly upon sup- 
port from the enrolled militia, in case of an invasion by Price, as containing many members 
and friends of the O. A. K.; and that the "Paw-Paw militia,*' a military organization of 
Buchanan county, as well as the militia of Platte and Clay counties, known as "Flat Foots," 
have been relied upon, almost to a man, to joki the revolutionary movement. 

V. — ITS RITUAL, OATHS, AND INTERIOR FORMS. 

The ritual of the Order, as well as its secret signs, passwords, &c., has been fully made 
known to the military authorities. In August last one hundred and twelve copies of the 
ritual of the O. A. K. were seized in the office of Hon. D. W. Voorhees, M. C, at Torre Haute, 
and a large number of rituals of the O. S. L., together with copies of the constitutions of 
the councils, &c., already referred to, were found in the building at Indianapolis, occupied by 
Dodd, the Grand Commander of Indiana, as had been indicated by the Government witness 
and detective, Stidger. Copies were likewise discovered at Louisville, at the residence of 
Dr. Kalfus, concerned within the mattress of his bed, where Stidger had ascertained that 
they were kept. 

The ritual of the O. A. E. has also been furnished by the authorities at St. Louis. From 
the ritual, that of the O. S. L. does not materially diflfer. Both are termed "progressive," m 
that they provide for Jive separate degrees of membership, and contemplate tne admission of 
a member of a lower degree into a higher one only upon certain vouc^iers and proofs of fit- 
ness, which, with each ascending degree, are required to be stronger and more imposing. 

Each degree has its commander or nead , the Fourth or "Grand " is the highest in a State; 
the Fifth or "Supreme" the highest in the United States; but to the first or lower degree 
only do the great majority of members attain. A large proportion of these enter the Order, 
supposing it to be a "Democratic" and political association merely; and the history of the 
Order furnishes a most striking illustration of the gross and crimmal deception which may be 
practised upon the ignorant masses by unscrupulous and unprincipled leaders. The mem- 
bers of the lower degree are often for a considerable period kept quite unaware of the true 
purposes of their chiefs. But to the latter they are bound, in the language bf their obligation, 
"to yield prompt and implicit obedience to the utmost of tlteir ahiHty, without remonstrance^ 
hesitation^ or delay y" and meanwhile their minds, under the discipline and teachings to which 
they are subjected, become educated and accustomed to contemplate with comparative uncon- 
cern the treason for which they are preparing. 

The oaths, "invocations," " charges," &c., of the ritual, expressed as they are in bombas- 
tic and extravagant phraseology, would excite in the mind of an educated person only ridicule 
or contempt, but upon the illiterate they are calculated to make a deep impresssion, the 
efifect and importance of which were doubuess fully studied by the framers of the instrument. 

The oath which is administered upon the introduction of a member into any degree is espe- 
cially imposuig in its language ; it prescibes as a penalty for a violation of the obligation as- 
sumed "a shameful death," and further, that the body of the person guilty of such violation 
shall be divided in four parts and cast out at the four * * gates " of the Temple. Not only, as has 
been said, does it enjoin a blind obedience to the commands of the supenors of the Order, but 
it is required to be held oi paramount obligation to any oath which may be administered to 
« member in a court of justice or elsewhere. Thus, in cases where members have been sworn 
by officers empowered to administer oaths to speak the whole truth in answer to questions 
that may be put to them, and have then been examined in reference to the Order, and their 
connexion therewith, they have not only refused to give any information in regard to its 
character, but have denied that they weie members, or even that they knew of its exiatencA. 
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A. conspicuoufi instance of tliis i& pi'esented in the oases of Hunt, Dunn, and Smith, tho chief 
officers of the Order in Missouri, who, upon their first examination under oath, after their arrest, 
denied all connexion with the Order, but confessed, also under oath, at a subsequent period, 
that this denial was wholly falfe, although in accordance with their obligtions as members. 
Indeed, a deliberate system of deception in regard to the details of the conspiracy is incul- 
cated upon the members, and studiously pursued ; and it may be mentioned, as a similarly 
despicable feature of the organization, that it is held bound to injure the Administration and 
officers of the Government, in every possible manner, by misrepresentation and false* 
hood. 

Members are also instructed that their oath of membership is to be held paramount to an 
oath of allegiance, or any other oath which may impose obligations inconsistent with those 
which are assumed upon entering the Order. Thus, if a member, when in danger, or for the 

gurpose of facilitating some traitorous design, has taken the oath of allegiance to the United 
tates, he is held at liberty to violate it on the first occasion, his obligation to the Order being 
deemed superior to any consideration of duty or loyalty prompted by such oath. 

It is to be added that where members are threatened with the penakies of perjury, in case 
of their answering falsely to questions propounded to them in regard to the Order before a 
court or grand jury, they are instructed to refuse to answer such ' questions, alleging, as a 
ground for their refusal, that their answers may criminate themselves. The testimony shows 
that this course has habitually been pursued by members, especially in Indiana, when placed 
in such a situation. • 

Besides the oaths and other forms and ceremonies wl^ch have been alluded to, the ritual 
contains what are termed ** Declarations of Principles." These declarations, which are most 
important as exhibiting the creed and character of the Order, as inspired by the principles of 
the rebellion, will be fully presented under tho next branch of the subject. 

. The signs08ignals, passwords, &c., of the Order are set forth at length in the testimony, 
but need only be briefly alluded to. It is a significant fact, as showing the intimate rela- 
tions between the Northern and Southern sections of the secret conspiracy, that a member 
from a Northern State is enabled to pass without risk through the South by the use of tl^ 
signs of recognition which have been established throughout the Order, and by means of 
which members from distant points, though meeting as strangers, are at once made known to 
each other as " brothers." Mary Ann Pitman expressly states in her testimony that whenever 
important despatches are required to be sent by rebel generals beyond their lines, members 
of the Order are always selected to convey them. Certain passwords are- also used in common 
in both sections, and of these, none appears to be more familiar than the word *'Nu-oh-lac," 
or the name " Calhoun" spelt backward, and which is employed upon entering a Temple of 
the first degree of the O. A. K. — certainly a fitting password to such dens of treason. 

Beside the signs of recognition, there arotsigns of warning and danger, for use at night as 
well as by day ; as, for instance, signs to warn members of the approach of United States 
officials seeking to make arrests. The Order has also established what are called battle-signals, 
by means of which, as it is asserted, a member serving in the army may communicate with 
the enemy in the field, and thus escape personal harm in case of attack or capture. The 
most recent of these signals represented to have been adopted is a five-pointed copper 
star, worn under the coat, which is to be disclosed upon meeting an enemy, who will 
thus recognize in the wearer a sympathizer and an ally. A similar star of German silver, 
hung in a frame, is said to be numerously displayed by members or their families in private 
houses in Indiana, for the purppse of insuring protection to their property in case of a raid or 
other attack ; and it is stated that in many dwellings in that State a portrait of John Morgan 
is exhibited for a similar purpose. 

Other signs are used by members, and especially the officers of the Order in their corre- 
spondence. Their letters, when of an official character, are generally conveyed by special mes- 
sengers, but whenitransmitted through the mail are usually in cipher. When written in the 
ordinary manner, a character at the foot of the letter, consisting of a circle with a lino drawn 
across the centre, sijgnifies to the member who receives it that the statements as written are 
to be understood in a sense directly the opposite to that which would ordinarily be conveyed. 
It is to be added thjit the meetings of the Order, especially in the country, are generally held 
at night and in secluded places, and that the approach to them is carefully guarded by a line 
of sentinels, who are passed only by means of a special countersign, which is termed the 

"picket.*' 

VI.— ITS WRITTEN PRINCIPLES. 

The ** Declaration of Principles,^^ which is set forth in the ritual of the Order, has already 
been alluded to. This declaration, which is specially framed for the instruction of the great 
mass of members, commences with the following proposition : 

** All men are endowed by the Creator with certain rights, equal as far as there is equality 
in the capacity for the appreciation, enjoyment, and exercise of those rights." And subse- 
quently there is added: ** In the Divine economy no individual of the human race must be 
permitted to encumber the earth, to mar its aspects of transcendent beautv, nor to impede the 
progress of the physical or intellectual man, neither m himself nor in the race to which he 
Delongs. Hence, a people, upon whatever plane they may be found in the ascending scale of 
humanity, whom neither the divinity within them nor the inspirations of divine and beautiful 
nature around them can impel to virtuous action and progress onward and upward, should 
be subjected to a just and hiunane servitude and tutelage to the superior race until they shall bo 
able to f^predate the benefits and advantages of civilization." X 
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Here, expressed in studied terms of hypocrisy, is the whole theory of human bondag^^ 
the right of the strong, because they are strong, to despoil and enslave the weak, because they 
are weak ! The languages of earth can add nothing to the cowardly and loathsome baseness 
of the doctrine, as thus announced. It is the robber's creed, sous^ht to be nationalized, and 
would push back the hand on the dial plate of our civilization to the darkest periods of human 
history. It must be admitted, however, that it furnishes a fitting ** corner-stone" for the 
government of a rebellion, every fibre of whose body and every thiob of whose soul is bom of 
the traitorous ambition and slave-pen inspirations of the South. 

To these detestable tenets is added that other pernicious political theory of State sovereignty, 
with its necessary fruit, the monstrous doctrine of secession — a doctrine which, in asserting 
that in our federative system a part is greater than the whole, would compel the general 
government, like a Japanese slave, to commit hari-kari whenever a faithless or insolent State 
should command it to do so. 

Thus, the ritual, after reciting that the States of the Union are "free, independent, and 
sovereign," proceeds as follows: 

*'The government designated *The United States of America' has no sovereignty, because 
that is an attribute with which the people, in their several and distinct political organizations, 
are enciowed and is inalienable. It was constituted by the terms of the compact, by all the 
States, through the express will of the people thereof, respectively — a common agent, to use 
and exercise certain named, specified, defined, and limited powers which are inheiei^t of the 
sovereigniies within those States. It is permitted, so far as regards its status and relations, 
as common agent in the exercise of the powers carefully and jealously delegated to it, to call 
itself * supreme,' but not ''sovereign.^ In accordance with the principles upon which is 
founded the A merican theory, government can exercise onl v delegated power ; hence, if those 
who shall have been chosen to administer the government shall assume to exercise powers not 
delegated, they should be regaided and treated as usurpers. The reference to 'inherent 
power,' * war power,' or * military necessity,' on the part of the functionary for the sanction 
oi*an arbitrary exercise of power by him, we will not accept in palliation or excuse." 

To this is added, as a corollary, **it is incompatible wi«h the history and nature of our 
system of government that Federal authority should coerce by arms a sovereign State." 

The declaration of principles, however, does not stop here, but proceeds one step further, 
as follows : 

** Whenever the chosen officers or delegates shall fail or refuse to administer the Govern- 
ment in strict accordance with the letter of the accepted Constitution, it is the inherent right 
and the s lemn and imperative duty of the people to resist the functionaries, and, if Heed be, 
to expd then by force erf arms ! Such resistance is not revolution, but is solely the assertion 
of right—the exercise of ail the noble attributes which impart honor and dignity to manhood." 

To the same effect, though in a milder tone, is the platform of the order in Indiana, put 
forth by the Grand Council at their meeting in February last, which declares that " the right 
to alter or abolish their government, whenever it fails to secure the blessings of liberty, is 
one of the inalienable rights of the people that can never bo surrendered." 

Such, then, are the principles which the new member swears to observe and abide by in his 
obligation, sot forth in the ritual, where he says: "I do solemnly promise that I will ever 
cherish in my heart of hearts the sublime creed of the E. K., (Excellent Knights,) and will, 
BO far as in me lies, illustrate the same in my intercourse with men, and will defend the prin 
ciples thereof, if need be, with my life, whensoever assailed, in my own country first of all. 
I do further solemnly declare that I will never take up arms in behalf of any government 
which does not acknowledge the sole authority or power to be the will of the governed." 

The following extracts from the ritual, may also be quoted as illustrating the principle 
of the right of revolution and resistance to constituted authority insisted upon by the 
Oi'der : 

** Our swords shall be unsheathed whenever the great principles which we aim to inculcate 
and have sworn to maintain and defend are assailed." 

Again : " I do solemnly promise, that whensoever the principles which our Order inculcates 
shall be assailed in my own State or country, I will defend these principles with my sword 
and my life, in whatsoever 9apacity may be assigned me by the competent authority of our 
Order." 

And further : ** I do promise that I will, at all times, if need be, take up arms in the cause 
of the oppressed — in my own country first of all — against any power or government usurped, 
which may be found in arms and waging war against a people or peoples who are endeavor- 
ing to establish, or have inaugurated, a government for themselves of their own free choice." 

Moreover, it is to be noted that all the addresses and speeches of its leaders breathe the 
same principle, of the right of forcible resistance to the Government, as one of the tenets of 
the Order. 

Thus P. C. Wright, Supreme Commander, in his general address of December, 1863, afler 
urging that ** the spirit of flie fathers may animate the free minds, the brave hearts, and still 
unshackled limbs of the trut democracy ^^^ (meaning the members of the Order,) adds as fol- 
lows: '*To be prepared for the crisis now approaching, we must catch from afar the earliest 
and faintest breathings of the spirit of the storm ; to be successful when the storm comes, 
we must be watchful, patient, brave, confident, organized armed,"] ^ • 

Thus, too, Dodd, Grand Commander of the Order in Indiana, quoting, in his address of 
February last, the views of his chief, Vallandigham, and adopting them as his own, says : 

'* He (Vallandigham) judges that the Washington power will not yield up its power until 
it 18 taken from them by an indignant people by farce of arms," 
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Sucli, then, are the written principles of the Order in which the neophyte is instructed, and 
which he is sworn to cherish and observe as his rule of Action, when, with arras placed in 
his hands, he is called upon to engage in the overthrow of his Government. This declara- 
tion — first, of the absolute right of slavery; second, of State sovereignty and the right ot 
secession; third, of the right of armed resistance to constituted authority on the part of the 
disaffected and the disloyal, whenever their ambition mav prompt them to revolution — is but 
an assertion of that abominable theory which, from its nrst enunciation, served as a pretext 
for conspiracv after conspiracy against the Goveniment on the part of Southern traitors, until 
their detestable plotting culminated in open rebellion and bloody civil war. What more 
appropriate password, therefore, to be communicated to the new member i^ pon his first ad- 
mission to the secrets of the order could have been conceived, than that which was actually 
adopted — ** Calhoun!" — a man who, baffled in his lust fpr power, with gnashing teetn 
turned upon the Government that had lifted him to its highest honors, and upon the country 
that had borne him, and down to the very close of his* fevered life labored incessantly to 
scatter far and wide the seeds of that poison of death now upon our lips. The thorns which 
now pierce and tear us are of the tree he planted. 

vn. — ^rrs specific purposes and operations. 

From the principles of the Order, as thus set forth, its general purpose of co-operating with 
the rebellion may readily be inferred, and, in fact, those principles could logically lead to no 
other result. This general purpose, indeed, is distinctly set forth in the personal statements 
and confessions of its members, and particularly of its prominent officers, who have been 
induced to make disclosures to the Government. Among the most significant of these con- 
fessions are those already alluded to, of Hunt, Dunn, and Smith, the heads of the Order in 
Missouri. The latter, whose statement is full and explicit, says : ** At the time I joined the 
Order I understood that its object was to aid and assist the Confederate Government, and 
endeavor to restore the Union as it was prior to this rebellion.'* He adds: "The Order is 
hostile in every respect to the General Government, and friendly to the so-called Confederate 
Government. It is exclusively made up of disloyal persons — of all Democrats who are de- 
sirous of securing the independence of the Confederate States with a view of restoring the 
Union as it was." 

It would be idle to comment on such gibberish as the statement that *'the independence ot 
the Confederate States " was to be used as the means of restoring ** the Union as it was ; " 
and yet, under the manipulations of these traitorous jugglers, doubtless the brains of many 
have been so far muddled as to accept this shameless declaration as true. 

But proceeding to the specific purposes of the Order, which its leaders have had in view from 
the beginning, and which, as will be seen, it has been able, in many cases, to carry out with 
very considerable success, the following are found to be most pointedly presented by the 
testimony. 

1. Aiding Soldiers to Desert and Harboring and Protecting Deserters, — Early in its history 
the Order essayed to undermine such portions of the army as were exposed to its insidious 
approaches. Agents were sent by the K. G. C. into the camps to introduce the Order among 
the soldiers, and those who became members were instructed to induce as many of their com- 
panions as possible to desert, and for this purpose the latter were furnished by the Order with 
money and citizens' clothing. Soldiers who nesitated at desertion, but desired to leave the 
army, were introduced to lawyers who engaged to furnish them some quasi legal pretext for 
so doing, and a certain attorney of Indianapolis, named Walpole, who was particularly con- 
spicuous in furnishing facilities of this character to soldiers who applied to him, has boasted 
that he has thus aided five hundred enlisted men to escape from their contracts. Through 
the schemes of the Order in Indiana whole companies were broken up — a large detachment oi 
a battery company, for instance, deserting on one occasion to the enemy with two of its guns — 
and the camps were imbued with a spirit of discontent and dissatisfaction with- the service. 
Some estimate of the success of these efforts may be derived from a report of the Adjutant 
General of Indiana, of January, in 1863, setting forth that the number of deserters and 
absentees returned to the army through the post of Indianapolis alone, during the month of 
December, 1862, was nearly two thousand six hundred 

As soon as an*ests of these deserters began to be generally made, writs of habeas corpus 
were issued in their cases by disloyal judges, and a considerable number were discharged 
thereon. In one instance in Indiana, where an officer m charge of a deserter properly refused 
to obey the writ, after it had been 8USf)ended in such cases by the President, his attachment 
for contempt was ordered by the chief justice of the State, who declared that *' the streets ot 
Indianapolis might run with blood, but that he would enforce his authority against the Presi- 
uent's order." On another occasion certain United States officers who had made the arrest ot 
deserters in Illinois were themselves arrested for kidnapping, and held to trial by a disloyal 
judge, who at the same time discharged the deserters, though ackn<twledging them to be such. 

Soldiers, upon deserting, were assured of immunity from punishment and protection on 
the part of the Order, and were instructed to bring away with them their arms, and, if mounted, 
their horses. Details sent to arrest them by the military authorities were in several cases 
forcibly resisted, and, where not unusually strong in numbers, were driven back by large 
bodies of mon, subsequently generally ascertained to be members of the Order. Where arrests 
were effected, our troops were openly attacked and fired upon on theur return. Instances of 
such attacks occurring in Morgan and Hush counties, Indiana, are especially noticed by 
General Corrington. In the cose of the outbreak in Morgan county, J. S. Bingham, editor 
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of the Indianapolis Sentinel, a member or friend of the order, sought to forward to the dis- 
loyal newspapers of the West false and inflammatory telegraphic despatches in regard to the 
affair, to the effect that cavalry had been sent to arrest all the Democrats in the county, that 
they had cGn:mitted gross outrages, and that several citizens had been shot; and adding 
*'ten thousand soldiers cannot hold the men arrested this n;ght. Civil war and bloodshea 
•are inevitable." The assertions in this despatch were entirely false, and may serve to illus- 
trate the tact heretofore noted, that a stud.ous misrepresentation of the acts of theGovem- 
ment and its officers is a part of the prescribed duty of members of the Order. It is proper 
to mention that seven of the partv in Morgan county who made the attack upon our troops 
were convicted of their offence by a State court. Upon their trial it was proved that the 
party was composed of members of the K. G. C. 

One of the most pointed instances of protection afforded to deserters occurred in a case in 
Indiana, wb">re seventeen deserters in::renched themselves in a log cabin with a ditch and 
palisade, and were furnished with p ovisions and sustained in their defence against our 
military authorities for a considerable period by the Order or its friends 

2. Discouraging Enlistments and Resisting the Draft. — It is especially inculcated by the 
Order to oppose the re-enforcement of our armies, either by volunteers or drafted men. In 
1862 the knights of the Golden Circle organized generally to resist the draft in the Western 
States, aud were strong enough in certain localities to greatly embarrass the Govenunent. 
In this J ear and early in 1863 a number of enrolling officers were shot in Indiana and Illi- 
nois. In Blackford county, Indiana, an attack was made upon the court-house, and the 
books connected with the draft were destroyed. In several counties of the State a consider- 
able military force was required for the protection of the United States officials, and a large 
number of arrests were made, including that of one Reynolds, an ex-Senator of the Legis&- 
ture, for publicly urging upon the populace to resist the conscription — an offence of the same 
character, in fact, as that upon which Vallandigham was apprehended in Ohio. These out- 
breaks were no doubt, in most cases, incited by the Order aud engaged in by its members. 
In Indiana nearly 200 persons were indicted for conspiracy against the Goverimient, resisting 

'the draft, &c., and about sixty of these were convicted. ^ 

Where members of the Order were forced into the army by the draft, they were instructed, 
in case they were prevented from presently escaping, and were obliged to go to the field, to 
use their arms against their fellow-soldiers rather than the enemy, or, if possible, to desert 
to the enemy, by whom, through the signs of the Order, they would be recognized and received 
as friends. Whenever a member volunteered in the army he was at once expelled from the 
Order. 

3. Circulation of Disloyal and Treasonable Publications, — The Order, especially in Mis- 
souri, has secretly circulated throughout the country a great quantity of treasonable publica- 
tions, as a means of extending its own power and influence, as well as of giving encourage- 
ment to the disloyal and inciting them to treason. Of these, some of the principal are the 
following; ** Pollard's Southern History of the War," "Official Reports 6i' the Confederate 
Government," **Life of Stonewall Jackson," Pamphlets containing articles from the "Metro- 
politan Record," "Abraham Africanus, or Mysteries of the White House," "The Lincoln 
Catechism, or a Guide to the Presidential Election of 1864," "Indestructible Oigaiiics," by 
Tirga. These publications have generally been procured by formal requisitions drawn upon 
the grand commander by leading members in the interior of a State. One of these requisi- 
tious, dated June lOth last, aud drawn by a local secretary of the Order at Gentry ville, Mis- 
souri, is exhibited in the testimony. It contains a column of the initials of subscribers, 
opposite whose names are entered the number of disloyal p*.;blications to be furnished, the 
particular book or books, &c., required being indicated by fictitious titles. 

4. Communicating toithy and Giving Intelligence to, the Enemy. — Smith, Grand Secretary 
of the order in Missouri, says, in his confession : "Rebel spies, mail-carriers, and emissaries 
have been carefully protected by this Order ever since I have been a member." It is shown 
in the testimony to be customaiy in the rebel service to employ members of the Order as spies, 
under the guise of soldiers furnished with furloughs to visit their homes within our lines. On 
coming within the teiTitory occupied by our forces, they are harbored and supplied with infor- 
mation by the Order. Another class of spies claim to be deserters from the enemy, and at 
once seek an opportunity to take the oath of allegiauce, which, however, though voluntarily 
taken, they claim to be administered while they are under a species of duress, and, therefore, 
not to be binding. Upon swearine allegiance to the Government, the pretended deserter 
engages, with the assistance of the Order, in collecting contraband goods or procuring intelli 
gence to be conveyed to the enemy, or in some other treasonable enterprise. In his official 
report of June 12th last. Colonel Sanderson remarks: "This department is filled with rebel 
spies, all of whom belong to the Order." 

In Missouri regular mail communication was for a long period maintained through the 
agency of the Order from St. Louis to Price's army, by means of which private letters, as well 
as official despatches between him and the Grand Commander of Missouri were regularly 
transmitted. The mail-carriers started from a point on the Pacific railroad, near Kincwood 
Station, about fourteen miles from St. Louis, and, travelling only by night, proceeded (to quote 
from Colonel Sanderson's report) to "Mattox Mills, on the Maramee river, thence past Mineral 
Point to Webster, thence to a point fiifteen miles below Van Bw^n, where they cr6ssed the 
Black river, and thence to the rebel lines." It is, probably, tAao by this route that the secret 
correspondence, stated by the witness Pitman to have been constantly kept up between Price 
and Vallandigham, the heads of the order at the North and South, respectively, was success- 
fully maintained. 
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A similar communication has been continuously held with the enemy from Louisville, 
Kentucky. A considerable number of women in that State, many of them of high position 
in rebel society, and some of them outwardly professing to be loyal, were discoveicd to have 
been actively engaged in receiving and foi'warding mails, with the assistance of the Order and 
as its instniments. Two of the most notorious and successful of these, Mrs. Woods and 
Miss Cassell, have been apprehended and imprisoned. 

By means of this correspondence with the enemy the members of the Order were promptly 
apprised of all raids to be made by the forces of the former, and were able to hold themselves 
prepared to render aid and comfort to the raiders. To show how efficient for this purpose 
was the system thus established, it is to be added that our military authorities have, in a 
number of cases, been inibrmed, through members of the Order employed in the interest of 
the Government, of impending raids and important army movements of the rebels, not only 
days, but sometimes weeks, sooner than the same intelligence could have reached Ihem. 
through the ordinary channels. 

On the other hand, the system of espionage kept up by the Order, for the purpose of ob- 
taining information of the movements of our own forces, &c., to be imparted to the enemy, 
seems to have been as peii'ect as it was secret. The Grand Secretary of the O.der in Missouri 
states, in his conlession : *'One of the especial objects of this Order was to place members 
in steamboats, iierry-boats, telegraph offic*s, express offices, department headquarters, provost 
marshal's office, and, in fact, in every position where they could do valuable service;" and 
he proceeds to specify certain members who, at the date of his conlession, (August 5id last,) 
were employed at the express and telegraph offices in St. Louis. 

5. Aiding tlie Enemy, by recruiting for them, or Assisting them to Recruit^ tuithin our 
lines. — This has also been extensively carried on by members of the Order, particularly in. 
Kentucky and Missouri. It is estimated that 2, QUO men were sent south from Louisville alone 
during a lew weeks in April and May, 1864. The Order and its friends at that city have a 
permanent fund, to which there are many subscribers, for the purpose of fitting out with 
pistols, clothing^uioney, <&c., men desiring to join the southern service; and, in the lodges 
of the Older in 5t. Louis and Northern Missouri, money has often been raised to purchase 
horses, arms, and equipments for soldiers about to be forwarded to the Southern army, in 
the latter State, parties empowered by Price, or by Grand Commander Hunt as his representa- 
tive, to rcicruit lor the rebel service, were nominally authorized to ^^ locate Lands,''' as it was 
expressed, and in their reports, which were formally made, the number of acres, &c., located 
represented the number of men recruited. At Louisville, those desiring to join the Southern 
forces were kept hidden, and supplied with food and lodging until a convenient occasion was 
presented for their transportation South. They were then collected, and conducted at night 
to a safe rendezvous of the Order, whence they were forwarded to their destination, in some 
cases stealing horses from the United States corrals on their way. While awaiting an occa- 
sion to be sent South, the men, to avoid the suspicion which might be excited by their being 
seen together in any considerable number, weie often employed on farms in the vicinity of 
Louisvuie and the farm of one Mooie, in that neighborhood, (at whose house, also, meetings 
of the Order were held,) is indicated in the testimony as one of the localities where such re- 
cruits were rendezvoused and employed. . 

The same tacilities which were afforded to recruits for the Southern army were also fur- 
nished by the Order to persons desiring to proceed beyond our lines ibr any illegal purpose. 
By these Louisville was generally preieried as a point of departure, and, on the Mississippi 
river, a particular steamer, the Graham, was selected as the safest conveyance. 

G. Furnishing the Rebels with Arms, Ammunition, Sfc. — In this, too, the Order, and especially 
its female members and allies, has been sedulously engaged. The rebel women of Louisville- 
and Kentucky are represented as having rendered the most valuable aid to the Southern army, 
by transporting large quantities of percussion caps, powder, &c., concealed upon their 
persons, to some convenient locality near the lines, whence they "^ould be readily conveyed 
to those tor whom they were intended. It is estimated that at Louisville, up to May 1 last, 
the sum oj-' $17, 000 had been invested by the Order in ammunition and arms, to be forwarded 
principally in this manner to the rebels. In St. Louis several firms, who are well known to 
the Government, the^ principal of which is Beauvais &. Co., have been engaged in supplying 
arms and ammunition to members of the Order, to be conveyed to their Southern allies. Mary 
Ann Pitman, a reliable witness, and a member of the O. A. K., who will hereafter be spe- 
cially alluded to, states in her testimony that she visited Beauvais & Co. thiee times, and pro- 
cured from them on each occasion about $80 worth of c/ips, besides a number of pistols and 
cartridges, which she carried in person to Forrest's command, as' well as a much larger quantity 
of similar articles which she caused to be forwarded by other agents. The guerillas in Mis- 
souri also received arms from St. Louis, and one Douglas, one of the most active conspirators 
of the O. A. K. in Missouri, and a special emissary oi Price, was arrested while in the act of 
transporting a box of forty revolvers by raiboad to a guerilla camp in the inteiior of the 
State. Medical stores in large quantities were likewise, by the aid of the Order, furnished to the 
enemy, and a *' young doctor" named Moore, said to be now a medical inspector in the rebel 
army, is mentioned as having **made $75,000 by smuggling medicines" — principally from 
Louisville — through the lines of our army. Supplies were, in some cases, conveyed to the 
enemy through the medium of professed loyalists, who, having received permits for that 
purpose from the United States military authorities, would forwaid thehr goods as if for ordi- 
nary purposes of trade, to a certain point near the rebel lines, where, by the connivance of the 
owners, the enemy would be enabled to seize them. 

Z Co-operating with the Enemy in Raids and Invasions, — ^While it is clear that the Order 
has given aid, both directly and indirectly, to the forces of the rebels, and to guerilla bands. 
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when engaged in making incnrsions into the border States, yet because, on the one hand, of 
the constant restraint upon its action exercised by our military authorities, and, on 4he other, 
of the gcneiul success of our armies in the field over those of the enemy, their allies at 
the North have never thus far been able to carry out their grand plan of a general armed 
risinff of the Order, and its co-operation on an extended scale with the Southei'n tbrces. This 
plan has been two-fold, and consisted, first, of a rising of the Order in Missouri, aided by a 
strong detachment from Illinois, and a co-operation with a rebel army under Price; second, 
of a similar rising in Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky, and a co-operation with a force under 
Breckinridge, Buckner, Morgan, or some other rebel commander, who was to invade the latter 
State. In this case the Order was first to cut the railroads and telegraph wires, so that 
intelligence of the movement might not be sent abroad and :be transportation of Federal troops 
might be delayed, and then to seize upon the arsenals at IndianapoI*s, Columbus, Springfield, 
Louisville, and Frankfort, and, furnishing such of their number as were without arms, to 
kill or make prisoners of department, district, and post commanders, release the rebel pris- 
oners at Rock Island, and at Camps Morton, Dou^^a^, and Chase, and thereupon join the 
Southern army at Louisville or some other point in Kentucky, which State was to be perma- 
nently occupied by the combined force. At the period of the movement it was also proposed 
that an attack should be made upon Chicago by means of steam-tugs mounted with cannon. 
A similar course was to be taken in Missouri, and was to result in the permanent occupation 
of that State. 

This scheme has long occupied the minds of members of the Order, and has been continually 
discussed by them in their lodges. A rising somewhat of the character described was in- 
tended to have taken place in the spring of this year, simultaneously with an expected advance 
of the army of Lee upon Washington ; but the plans of the enemy having been anticipated 
by the movements of our own generals, the rising of the conspirators was necessarily post- 
poned. Again, a general movement of the Southern forces was expected to take place 
about July 4, and with this the Order was to co-operate. A speech to be made by Vallan- 
digham at the Chicago Convention was, it is said, to be the signal for the rising ; but the 
postponement of the convention, as well as the failure of the rebel armies to engage in the 
anticipated movement, again operated to disturb the programme of the Order. During the sum- 
mer, hov/ever, the grand plan of action above set forth has been more than ever discussed 
throughout the Order, and its success most confidently predicted, while at the same time an 
extensive organization and preparation for carrying the conspiracy into effect have been 
actively going on. But up to this time, notwithstanding the late raids of the cnem^ in 
Kentucky, and the invasion of Missouri by Price, no such general action on the part ot the 
Order as was contemplated has taken place — a result, in great part, owing to the activity of 
our militaiy authorities in strengthening the detachments at the prisons, arsenals, <&c., and 
in causing the arrest of the leading conspirators in the several States, and especially in the 
seizuie ot large quantities of arms which had been shipped for the use of the Order in their 
intended outbreak. It was doubtless on account of these precautions that the day last ap- 
pointed for the rising of the order in Indiana and K^tucky (August 16) passed by with - 
out slight disorder. 

It is, however, the inability of the public enemy, in the now declining days of the rebellion, 
to initiate the desired movements which has prevented the Order from engaging in open war- 
fare ; and it has lately been seriously considered in their councils whether they should not 
proceed with their revolt, relying alone upon the guerilla bands of Syphert, Jesse, and others, 
ioT support and assistance. 

With these guerillas the Order has always most readily acted along the border, and in 
cases of capture by the Union forces of Northern members of the Order engaged in co-operating 
with them, the guerillas have frequently retaliated by seizing prominent Union citizens 
and holding them as hostages for the release of their allies. At other times our Government 
has been omcially notified by the rebel authorities that if the members of the order captured 
were not treated by us as ordinary prisoners of war, retaliation would be resorted to. 

An atrocious plan of concert between members of the Order in Indiana and certain guerilla 
bands of Kentucky, agreed upon last spring, may be here remarked upon, home !;^,500 or 
3,000 guerillas were to be thrown into the border counties, and were to assume the charact^ 
of refugees seeking employment. Being armed, they were secretly to destroy Government 
property wherever practicable, and subsequently to control the elections by force, prevent 
enlistments, aid deserters, and stir up strite between the civil and military authorities. 

A singular feature of the raids of the enemy remains onlv to be adverted to, viz: that the 
o£Scers conducting these raids are furnished by the rebel Government with quantities (k 
XJuited States Treasury notes for use within our lines, and that these are probably most fre- 
quently procured through the agency of members of the Order. 

Mary Ann Pitman states that Forrest, of the rebel army, at one time exhibited to her a 
letter to himself from a prominent rebel sympathizer and member of the Order in Washington^ 
J), C, in which it was set forth that the sum of (20,000 in ** greenbacks *' had actually oeen 
fonfvarded by him to the rebel Government at Richmond. 

8. Destruction of Government Property, — ^There is no doubt that large quantities of Gov* 
emment property have been burned or otherwise destroyed by the agency of the Order in 
dififerent localities. At Louisville, in the case of the steamer Taylor, and on the Mississippi 
river, steamers belonging to the United States have been burned at the wharves, and gear 
erally when loaded with Government stores. Shortly before the arrest of Bowles, the senior 
of the m(\jor generals of the Order in Indiana, he had been engaged in the preparation of 
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"Greek Fire," which it was supposed would be found serviceable in the destruction of public 
property. It was generally understood in the councils of the Order in the State of Kentucky 
that they were to be compensated tor such destruction by the rebel Government, by receiving 
a commission of ten per cent, of the value of the property so destroyed, and that this value 
was to bo derived from the estimate of the loss made in ^ach case by Northern newspapers. 

9. Destruction of Private Property and Persecution of Loyal Men, — It is reported by 
General Carrington that the full development of the order in Indiana was followed by "a 
state of terrorism" among the Union residents of "portions of Brown, Morgan, Johnson, 
Rush, Clay, Sullivan, Bartholomew, Hendricks, and other counties " in that State ; that from 
some localities individuals were driven away altogether ; that in others their bams, hay, and 
wheiit-ricks, were burned ; and that many persons, under the general insecurity of life and 
property, sold their efifects at a sacrifice and removed to other places. At one time in 13rown 
county, the members of the Order openly threatened the lives of all "Abolitionists" who 
refused to sign a peace memorial which they had prepared and addressed to Congress. In 
Missouri, also, similar outrages committed upon tne property of loyal citizens are attributa- 
ble in a great degree to the secret Order. 

Here the outbreak of the miners in the coal districts of eastern Pennsylvania, in the 
autumn of last year, may be appropriately referred to. It was fully shown in the testi- 
mony adduced, upon the trials of these insurgents, who were guilty of the destruction of 
property and numerous acts of violence, as well as murder, that they were generally members 
of a secret treasonable association, similar in all respects to the K. G. C, at the meetings of 
which they had been incited to the commission of the crimes for which they were tried and 
, convicted. 

10. Assassination and Murder, — After what has been disclosed in regard to this infamous 
league of traitors and ruffians, it will not be a matter of surprise to learn that the cold-blooded 
assassination of Union citizens and soldiers has been included in their devilish scheme of 
operations. Green B. Smith states in his confession that " the secret assassination of United 
States officers, soldiers, and Government employes has been discussed in the councils of 
the Order and recommended." It is also shown in the com'se of the testimony that at a 
hirge meeting of the Order in St. Louis, in May or June last, it was proposed to form a 
secret police of members for the purpose of patrolling the streets of that city at night 
and kiUing every detective and soldier that could be readily disposed of; that this proposi- 
tion was coolly considered, and finally rejected, not because of its fiendish character — no 
voice being raised against its criminality — but because only it was deemed premature. At 
Louisville, in J une last, a similar scheme was discussed amon^ the Order for the waylaying 
and butchering of negro soldiers in the streets at night; and m the same month a party of 
its members in that city was actually organized for the purpose of throwing off the track of 
the Nashville railroad a train of colored troops and seizing the opportunity to take the lives 
of as many as possible. Again, in J uly , the assassination of an obnoxious provost marshal, by 
betraying him into the hands of guerillas, was designed by members in the interior of Ken- 
tucky. Further, at a meeting of the Grand Council of Indiana at Indianapolis on June 14 
hist, the murder of one Coffin, a Government detective, who, &s it was supposed, had betrayed 
the Order, was deliberately discussed and unanimously determined upon. This fact is stated 
by Stidger in his report to Geneial Carrington of June 17 last, and is more fully set forth in 
his testimony upon the trial of Dodd. He deposes that at the meeting in question, Dodd 
himself volunteered to go to Hamilton, Ohio, where Coffin was expected to be found, and 
there "dispose of the latter." He adds that prior to the meeting, he himself conveyed 
from Judge Bullit, at Louisville, to Bowles and Dodd, at Indianapolis, special instructions 
to have Ck)ffin "put out of the way" — "murdered" — "at all hazards." 

The opinion is expressed by Colonel bauderson, under date of June 12 last, that "the 
recent numerous cold-blooded assassinations of military officers and unconditional Union men 
throughout the military district ot North Missouri, especially along the western border," is 
to be ascribed to the agency of the Order. The witness Pitman represents that it is "a part 
of the obligation or understanding of the Order" to kill officers and soldiers " whenever it can 
be done by Mealthj^^ as well as loyal citizens when considered important or influential per- 
sons ; and she adds, that while at Memphis, during the past summer, she knew that men on 
picket weie secretly killed by members of the Order approaching them in disguise. 

in this connexion may be recalled the wholesale assassination of Union soldiers by mem- 
bers of the Older and their confederates at Charleston, Illinois, in March last, in regard to 
which, as a startling episode of the rebellion, a full i-eport was addressed from this office to 
the President, under date of July ;^ last. This concerted murderous assault upon a scattered 
body of men, mostly unarmed — apparently designed for the mere purpose ol destroying as 
many lives of Union soldiers as possible — is a forcible illustration of the utter malignity and 
depravity which characterize the members of this Order in their zeal to commend themselves 
as allies to their fellow-conspirators at the South. 

11. Establishment of a ^orUiwestem Confederacy, — In concluding this review of some of 
the principal specific purposes of the Order, it remains only to remark upon a further design 
of many of its leading members, the accomplishment of which they are represented as having 
deeply at heart. Hating New England, and jealous of her influence and resources, and 
claiming that the intei-ests of the VV est and South, naturally connected as they are through 
the Mississippi valley, are identical, and actuated further by an intensely revolutionary 
spirit as weii as an unbridled and unpnncipied ambition, thei»e men have made the establish- 
ment of a Western or Northwestern Confederacy, in alliance with the South, the grand aim 

and end of ail their plotting and conspiring. It is with this sfbadily in piospect that they 
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8TO constantly seeking to produce discontent, disorganization, and civil disorder at the North. 
With this in view, they gloat over every reverse of the armies of the Union, and desire that 
the rebellion shall be protracted until the resources of the Government shall be exhausted, its 
strength paralyzed, its currency hopelessly depreciated, and confidence everywhere destroyed. 
Then, from the anarchy which, under their scheme, is to ensue, the new Confederacy is to 
arise, which is either to unite itself with that of the South, or to form therewith a close and 
permanent alliance. Futile and extravagant as this scheme may appear, it is yet the settled 
purpose of many leading spirits of the secret conspiracy, and is their favorite subject ot 
thought and discussion, mt only is this scheme deliberated upon in the lodges of the 
order, but it is openly proclaimed. Members of the Indiana Legislature, even, have pub- 
licly announced it, and avowed -that they will take their own State out of the Union, and 
recognize the independence of the South. A citizen captured by a guerilla baud in Ken- 
tucky last summer, records the fact that the establishment of a new confederacy as the 
deliberate purpose of the Western people was boastfully asserted by these outlaws, who 
also assured their prisoner that in the event of such establishment there would bo **a greater 
rebellion than ever ! " 

Lastly, it is claimed that the new confederacy is already organized ; that it has a "pro- 
visional government," officers, departments, bureaus, &c., in secret operation. No comment 
is necessary to be made upon this treason, not now contemplated for the first time in our 
history. Suggested by the present rebellion, it is the logical consequence of the ardent and 
utter sympathy therewith which is the liie and inspiration of the secret Order. 

Vni. THE WITNESSES, AND THEIR TESTIMONY. 

The facts detailed in the present report have been derived from a great variety of dissimilar 
sources, but all the witnesses, however different their situations, concur so pointedly in their 
testimony, that the evidence which has thus been furnished must be accepted as of an 
entirely satisiactory character. 

The principal witnesses may be classified as follows : 

\. Shrewd, intelligent men, employed as detectives, and. with a peculiar talent for their 
calling, who have gradually gained the confidence of loading members of the Order, and in 
some cases have been admitted to its temples and been initiated into one or more of the 
degrees. The most remarkable of these is Stidger, formerly a private soldier in our army, 
who. by the use of an uncommon address, though at great personal risk, succeeded in 
establishing such intimate relations with Bowles, BuUit, Dodd, and other leaders of the 
Order in Indiana and Kentucky, as to be appointed grand secretary for the latter State, a 
position the most iiavorabie for obtaining information of the plans of these traitors and wam- 
urg the Government of their intentions. It is to the rare fidelity of this man, who has also 
been the principal witness upon the trial of Dodd, that the Government has been chiefly 
indebted for the exposure of the designs of the conspirators in the two States named. 

2. Ecbcl ofiicers and soldiers voluutarity or involuntarily making disclosures to oiur military 
authorities. The most valuable witnesses of this class are prisoners of war, who, actuated 
by laudable motives, have of their own accord furnished a largo amount of information in 
regard to the Older, especially as it exists in the South, and of the relations of its members 
with those of the Northern section. Among these, also, are soldiers at our prison camps, 
who, without designing it, have made known to our officials, by the use of the signs, &c., 
of the Order, that they were members. 

3. Scouts employed to travel through the interior of the border States, and also within or 
in the nei^hboihood of the enemy's lines. The fact that some of these were left entirely 
ignorant ot the existence of the Order, upon being so employed, attaches an increased value 
to their discoveries in regard to its operations. 

4. Citizen prisoners, to whom, while in confinement, disclosures were made relative to the 
existence, extent, and character of the Order by fellow-prisoners who were leading members, 
and who, in some instances, upon becpming intimate with the witness, initiated him into one 
of the degrees. 

5. Members of the Order, who, upon a full acquaintance with its principles, have been 
appalled by its infamous designs, and have voluntarily abandoned it, freely making known 
their experience to our military authorities. In this class may be placed the female witness, 
Mary Ann Pitman, who, though in arrest at the period of her disclosuxes, was yet induced 
to make them for the reason that, as she says, *'at the last meeting wnich I attended they 

Enssed an order whch I consider as utterly atrocious and barbarous; so I told them I would 
ave nothing more to do with them." This woman was attached to the command of the 
rebel Forrest, as an officer under the name of ** Lieutenant Kawley;" but, because her sex 
aff'orded her unusual facilities for crossing our lines, she was often employed in the execution 
of important commissions within our territory, and, as a member of the Order, was made 
extensively acquainted with other members, both of the Northern and Southern sections. Her 
testimony is thus peculiarly valuable, and, being a person of unusmil intelligence and force 
of character, her statements aie succinct, pointed, and emphatic. They are also especially 
useful as fully corroboratmg those of other witnesses regarded as most trustworthy. 

6. Officers of the Order of high rank, who have been prompted to present confessions, more 
or less detailed, in regard to the Order and their connexion with it. The principals of these 
are Hunt, Dunn, and Smith, grand commander, deputy grand commander, and grand secre- 
tary of the Order in Missouri, to whose statements frequent reference has been made. These 
oomessions, though in some degree guarded and disingenuous, have fumisbed to the QQH<i;T&r 
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ment much important infonnation as to the operations of the Order, especiallj in Missouri, 
the affiliation of its loaders with Price, &c. It is to he noted that Dunn makes the state- 
ment in common with other witnesses that, in entering the Order, he was quite ignorant 
of its ultimate purposes. He says: "I did not become a member understaningly ; the 
initiatory step was taken in the dark, without reflection and without knowledge." 

7. Deserters from our army, who, upon being apprehended, confessed that they had been 
induced and assisted to desert by members of the Order. It was, indeed, principally from 
these confessions that the existence of the secret treasonable organization of the K. G. C<. was 
first discovered m Indiana, in the year 1862. 

8. Writers of anonymous communications, addressed to heads of departments or provoet 
marshals, disclosing facts corroborative of other more important statements. 

9. The witnesses before the grand jury at Indianapolis, in 186.3, when the Order was for- 
mally presented as a treasonable organization, and those whose testimony has been recently 
introduced upon the trial of Dodd. 

It need only be added that a most satisfactory test of the credibility and weight of much of 
the evidence which has been furnished is afforded by the printed testimony in regard to the 
character and intention of the Order, which is found in its national and State constitutions 
and its ritual. Indeed, the statements of the various witnesses are but presentations of t)ie 
logical and inevitable consequences and results of the principles therein set forth. 

In concluding this review, it remains only to state that a constant reference has been made 
to the elaborate official reports, in legard to the Order, of Biif^ier General Carrington, com- 
manding District of Indiana, and of Colonel Sanderson, Provost Marshal General of the 
Department of Missouri. The great mass of the testimony upon the subject of this 
conspiracy has been furnished by these officers ; the latter acting under the orders of Major 
General Kosecrans, and the former co-operating, under the instructions of the Secretary of War, 
with Major General Burbridge, commanding District of Kentuckv, as well as with Governor 
Morton, of Indiana, who, though at one time greatly embarrassed, bv a Legislature strongly 
tainted with disloyalty, in his efforts to repress this domestic enemy, has at last seen his State 
relieved from the danger of a civil war. 

But, although the treason of the Order has been thoroughly exposed, and although its 
capacity for fatal mischief has, by means of the arrest of its leaders, the seizure of its arms, 
and the other vigorous means which have been pursued, been seriously impaired, it is still 
busied wiih its piottings against the Government, and with its perfidious designs in aid 
of the Southern rebellion. It is reported to have recently adopted new signs and pass- 
words, and its members assert that foul means will be used to prevent the success of the 
Administratiou at the coming plection, and threaten an extended revolt in the event of the 
re-election of President Lincoln. 

In the presence of the rebellion and of this secret Order — which is but its echo and faithful 
ally — we cannot but be amazed at the utter and widespread proflieacy, personal and politi- 
cal, which these movements against the Government disclose. The ^Ity men engaged in 
them, after casting aside their allegiance, seem to have trodden under foot every sentiment of 
honor and every restraint of law, human and divine. Judea produced but one Judas Iscariot, 
and Rome, from the sinks of her demoralization, produced but one Catiline ; and yet, as 
events prove, there has arisen toother in our land an entire brood of such traitors, all ani- 
mated by the same parricidal spirit, and all struggling with the same relentless malignity for 
the dismemberment of our Union. Of this extraordinary phenomenon — not pa alleled, it 
is believed, in the world's history — there can be but one explanation, and all these blackened 
and fetid streams of crime may well be traced to the same common fountain. So fiercely 
intolerant and imperious was the temper engendered by Slavery, that when the Southern 
people, after having controlled the national councils for half a century, were beaten at an 
election, their leaders tume 1 upon the Government with the insolent fury with which liiey 
would have drawn their revolvers on a rebellious slave in one of their negro quarters ; and 
they have continued since to prosecute their warfare, amid all the barbarisms and atrocities 
naturally and necessarily inspired by the infernal institution in whose interests they are 
sacrificing alike themselves and their country. Many of these conspirators, as is well known, 
were fed, clothed, and educated at the expense of the nation, and were loaded with its honon 
at the very moment they struck at its life with the horrible criminality of a son stabbing the 
bosom of hts own mother while impressing kisses on his cheeks. The leaders of the traitozB 
in the loyal States, who so completely fraternize with these conspirators, and whose machina- 
tions are now unmasked, it is as clearly the duty of the Administration to prosecute and 
punish as it is its duty to subjugate the rebels who are openly in arms against the Govern- 
ment. In the performance of this duty, it is entitled to expect, and will doubtless receSycL 
the zealous co-operation of true men everywhere, who, in cmshing the truculent foe ambushed 
in the haunts ot this secret Order, should rival in courage and laithfulness the soldiers who 
are so nobly sustaining our flag on the battle-fields of the South. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. HOLT, Judge Advocate General. 
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